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By 2025, people in North Macedonia have universal access to rights- based quality
social services — healthcare, education, and necessary social and child protection -
rooted in systems resilient to emergencies (UNSDCF Outcome 2)
OUTCOME DETAILS
SDG alignment Outcome Description
Investing in protection services including social protection and community-based

services, Greater cross-sector coordination to improve access to basic social services
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By 2025, people in North Macedonia have (Baseline) = N/A
universal access to rights- based quality Number of national and/or local (multi)
social services — healthcare, education, and Sectoral strategies, policies and/or action 2024 (Milestone) -
necessary social and child protection - plans that are adopted with a focus on
rooted in systems resilient to emergencies ~ gender equality (co) 2025 (Target) - -
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By 2025, people in North Macedonia have universal access to rights- based quality social services — healthcare, education, and necessary social and child
protection - rooted in systems resilient to emergencies (UNSDCF Outcome 2)

During the reporting year, the achievement of the outcome was on track. Significant progress was made in that the government harmonized a normative
framework towards the improved prevention and effective response to violence against women (VAW) in line with international standards. Five years after the
adoption of the National Action Plan (NAP) for the implementation of the Istanbul Convention (2018-2023), in February 2023, the Parliament of North Macedonia
adopted amendments to the Criminal Code harmonizing it with the standards of the Istanbul Convention. The Code now defines gender-based violence
against women and victims of GBV and criminalizes stalking, female genital mutilation, sexual harassment including in the online space. The definition of rape
is now based on consent, and it incriminates rape of a current or previous spouse or intimate partner. The Code also criminalizes the murder of women and
girls within GBV (i.e. femicide) and includes economic and psychological violence as types of domestic violence. Additional crimes were amended to foresee
stricter penalties if they are committed as a part of, or are consequence, of GBV. UN Women supported the process by participating in technical working
meetings, providing expert advice, organizing discussions with civil society organizations, and by supporting an awareness-raising campaign for the public on
the Istanbul Convention&rsquo;s provisions and the urgent need to amend the Criminal Code. Based on the progress achieved, the theory of change is still
applicable. UN Women will continue to support key national institutions and civil society actors to advance the normative work on improved prevention and
effective response to VAW and enhance capacities for implementation of national and international standards on EVAW. Link:
https://eca.unwomen.org/en/stories/news/2023/06/new-amendments-in-north-macedonias-criminal-code-expand-protection-for-various-forms-of-
violence-against-women
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